
The Golden Apple Award recognizes outstanding educators in the 
San Bernardino City Unified School District. Every year, the Golden 

Apple Award is presented to four District employees who have made a 
positive difference in the lives of San Bernardino and Highland students.
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San Bernardino City Unified School District

2016 Crystal apple Winners
Elizabeth  

Cochrane-Benoit
Principal

Norton Elementary School

Heidi Dacio
Program Facilitator

Urbita Elementary School

Teri Doran
Clerk I

Urbita Elementary School

Shaun Haulk
Custodian

Dominguez Elementary School

Helen Gonzalez
Teacher

Indian Springs High School

Justin Hill
Teacher

Dominguez Elementary School

Tammy Land 
Sargeant

District Police

Rebecca Monroe
Teacher

Human Resources-Certificated

Lucia Volpe
Campus Security Officer

Indian Springs High School

Cecil Wright
Applications Analyst III
Information Technology

Rose Ann Lalama
Director

Alternative Programs

Before being appointed director of 
Alternative Programs in March 2016, 
Rose Ann Lalama led Sierra High 
School as principal for a little more 
than a year.  Her leadership was in-
strumental in helping the school earn 
state designation in March as a Model 
Continuation High School.  Sierra was 

recognized for its innovative teaching approaches that enable students 
with diverse needs to complete their high school education.  Rose Ann is 
an enthusiastic leader who takes time to personally get to know students 
and the rapport she has with them helped Sierra High increase its atten-
dance and graduation rate.  

Laura Breuer
Assistant Director

Facilities Planning and 
Development

With 20 years of service to the District, 
Laura has been the steward for fiscal 
accountability of the $1 billion in capi-
tal funds used to deliver more than 200 
construction projects, including 15 new 
schools and 52 modernization projects 
that enhance the learning environment 
for more than 51,000 students.  The 
first to arrive at the office yet never the 
first to leave, Laura is dedicated and dependable.  She was instrumental 
in the successful passage of the $250-million Measure N bond that voters 
overwhelmingly supported.  Laura has a calling for mentoring employ-
ees and promoting their professional growth. 

Patty Hedstrom
Custodian

Hillside Elementary 
School

Patty Hedstrom’s primary job is ensur-
ing that Hillside Elementary’s campus 
is in tiptop shape so that students have 
the best learning environment possi-
ble.  But her innate drive for excellence 
means that while Patty is making sure 
the school is clean, she’s also fostering 
authentic relationships with students, 
who admire and respect her.  Patty 
motivates and encourages students to 
set career goals, something she takes to 
heart as she pursues a degree in crimi-
nal justice at Cal State San Bernardino.

Wesley Pulido
Teacher

Muscoy Elementary 
School

Walk into Wesley Pulido’s classroom 
and you will find a room full of second 
graders engaged in learning. Wesley, 
who has taught at Muscoy Elementary 
for a decade, keeps his students inter-
ested in learning by surrounding them 
with the latest technology, like tablets 
and laptops.  Wesley also believes in 
helping students develop into confi-
dent, assertive young people by encour-
aging them to participate in a variety of 
school performances, from speeches to 
cultural dances.  Not only is he a great 
role model for students, fellow teachers 
also hold him in high regard. Wesley’s 

positive passion for education is the driving force for everything he does. 
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